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License Plates


Updated by Lt Col Earl L. Cotton, July 2001 

AUTHORITY: Soldier’s and Sailor’s Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. Appendix Section 574); and applicable state law. 

WHERE TO REGISTER VEHICLE 

Pursuant to the Soldier’s and Sailor’s Civil Relief Act, military members who have a state of legal residence (home of record) different from their military assignment are not subject to the basic vehicle registration requirements of the state where stationed. State laws generally recognize this distinction. Some states even authorize additional benefits for military members, such as specialty license plates. 

The rules applicable to this distinction require that the military member register all owned vehicles in either the state of legal residence or in the state of military assignment. Many states have reduced registration fees for nonresident military members who register their vehicles in the state of military assignment. 

CHANGE IN UNIT OF ASSIGNMENT 

If a military member’s assignment is changed from one state to another, a potential problem may arise. If the license plates were from the state of previous assignment, and it was not the member’s legal residence, then the member must re-register the vehicle either in the state of current assignment, or the state of legal residence. If the member’s license plates were from the state of legal residence, then, even though the state of military assignment changes, no new license plates are required as long as the state of legal residence remains the same after the change in military assignment. If the state of legal residence changes after the change in military assignment, then the member must obtain new license plates from either the state of new legal residence or the state of new military assignment. 

KWIK-NOTE: All POVs on base must have valid license plates. This topic should be supplemented by state law requirements. 
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